For 50 years, Phlebology has developed in Britain and in France, without creating any strong relationship between the two countries. Some papers have managed to cross both the language barrier and the Channel, but far too few.
For us Normans, who are naturally curious as regards what is happening on the other side of the Channel, such a situation had lasted long enough, perhaps too long. We felt that a regular exchange of views would be profitable for everyone.
Thanks to valuable information provided by H. R. Van Der Molen, we were able to contact several British colleagues who might be interested. From the start they proved to be entirely in a~reement with the idea of having periodical meetings for discussion. We shall always keep in mmd their friendly reception.
Since 1979 This second conference brought about the creation of the Venous Forum of the Royal Society of Medicine. Soon afterwards, the organization (for the first time in Britain) of ã ongress of the European section of the International Union of Phlebology, brought this mitiative to fruition. We have learnt a great deal in London and we are glad to take thẽ pportunityoffered here of congratulating our British friends, and thanking them again most smcerely for their warm reception. We will remember this with emotion.
The proceedings of the London congress, published by John Libbey & Company, will help to encourage the study of phlebology. But, at the same time it became apparent that an English language journal entirely devoted to phlebology was a real necessity .
. In order that an exchange of articles can take place and to co-ordinate the activities of the different societies, a liaison committee between the editorial boards of Phlebology and Phlibologie was set up.
We wish the new journal Phlebology every success. We are sure that it will contribute to the progress of phlebology in all the English-speaking countries and in advance we assure it of our faithful co-operation.
P. A. Ouvry
A. Davy
